
Sights & Sounds is a publication of the Northwest
Lions Foundation for Sight & Hearing, a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization that promotes sight and
hearing health in partnership with local Lions Clubs.
For subscription information, call 1-800-847-5786.

Volume 3, Issue 4
Fall 2002

Florence Eakin
makes record gift ..................... 2
Wilson Charitable Trust ............ 3
How to leave
your own legacy ........................ 3
Your contributions ............... 4 - 5
Eye Bank has record week ...... 6
Welcome, Montana
and Alaska Lions ...................... 6
Message from the Chairman ... 7
Golden Ear Days report ............ 8

A stranger’s gift
Thanks to the gift of a stranger and
our Eye Bank, five-year-old Cassidy
Myers of Coeur d’Alene Idaho will
use two eyes to feast on the sights of
the coming holiday season instead of
just one.

The puzzles that she loves to work
will come together instead of driving
her to frustration.  Coloring between
the lines has become a source of pride
instead of an unbeatable challenge.
And no more bumping into walls.

With her depth perception restored by a cornea transplant to her ulcerated left eye, Cassidy
can now negotiate the family home safely.

The surgery was done this February in Spokane with a cornea from the Northwest Lions Eye
Bank.  Though doctors told the Myers that the odds for success in a transplant to a child of
Cassidy’s age were only 50-50, this was a last hope.

It had been more than a year since Cassidy began to complain that everything looked “scribbly.”
Doctors found an ulcer that was boring into her eye, but they couldn’t diagnose its cause and
they couldn’t cure it.  As the ulcer festered, the hole grew and scarred over.  Cassidy developed
a condition called amblyopia, in which the brain begins to
disassociate itself from the bad eye.  The ulcer also made
Cassidy’s eye extremely susceptible to infections from cold
viruses, etc., so her mother, Dawn, took her out of the
Montessori school that she loved and quit her own job to
stay with her.  Every hour, Mom administered a compli-
cated series of eye drops and Cassidy wore an eye patch
day and night.  They also drove to Spokane to see doctors
three times a week, but still nothing worked. Without
intervention Cassidy’s eye would go completely blind.

So Dawn and her husband Bill elected for the corneal transplant and held their breath.  And it
took!  Immediately after waking up from the surgery, Cassidy reported that her world wasn’t
scribbly any more.  In the seven months since her eyesight has continued to improve.  “I can
see so much better!” she tells her parents over and over, but they never fail to feel a new thrill
at the words.

“We will never know the donor or the donor family, but they have given us the most beautiful
gift,” said Dawn.  “They have given us the ability to look forward to the future.” �

“You have given us the
most beautiful gift.

You have given us the
ability to look forward

to the future.”
 – Cassidy’s mother, Dawn Myers

Cassidy Myers, age 5.

This Holiday season, as you pick out just the right gift for each of your friends and loved ones, won’t you
include a year-end contribution to the Foundation that delivers miracles like Cassidy’s 365 days a year?
Working together, we make the difference!

Happy
Holidays!

From the Trustees

and Staff at the

Northwest Lions

Foundation for

Sight & Hearing.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

’Tis the season

for remembering

the gifts of

sight & sound

in your year-end

charitable gift.
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$50,000 gift will help Eye Bank expand
For Florence Eakin, it’s about value and serving a need.  That’s the investment
philosophy that led her and her late husband Carl to financial security.  And when
the 83-year-old resident of Vancouver, WA learned that the Northwest Lions Eye
Bank laboratory had a serious need for more room, the same philosophy led her
to give $50,000 to help it expand.

“People need to be able to see,” said Florence.  “The Northwest Lions Eye Bank
helps them do that and I feel privileged to be able to help it grow.”

The humble comment fits the giver.  Throughout their 35 years together, she and Carl lived simply.  “People told us we
were just too frugal,” Florence remembers.  “We were never the first to buy anything.”  The first automobile they ever
purchased new was a Chevy Citation that they bought late in life.

“We never cared to be consumers only when there were so many around us with basic needs going unmet,” she says.  In
fact, supplying apartment tenants with the basic need of shelter at a reasonable rent won their loyalty and helped put her
in a position to now assist the Northwest Lions Eye Bank.

So when Florence joined the Orchards Evergreen
Lions Club in 2001, the Lions mission of help-
ing people in need had a natural appeal.  She
began looking for a way to become personally
involved.  When Sue Chaplik of the Northwest
Lions Foundation visited the Club to talk about
Foundation sight and hearing programs, Flo-
rence had found her way.  Soon after, she sold
some stocks and presented the Foundation with
a $50,000 check that arrived as workers pre-
pared to start work on the expansion project.

 “Florence epitomizes the spirit of Lionism,”
says Chaplik, Development Manager for the
Foundation.  “It is my great privilege and
pleasure to count her as a friend.  She truly
knows the joy of giving.” �

Editor’s note:

Shortly after receiving a thank you letter
from the Northwest Lions Foundation for
Sight & Hearing, Florence wrote her own
letter to her Lions Club to thank THEM.
Please take a moment to read what Flo-
rence had to say to her fellow Lions.

To Orchards Evergreen Lions Club InternationalSept. 24, 2002
Dear Fellow Lions,
I want to share with you something that came very unexpectedly
in my mail today.  It is this picture from the staff and service
community of the Northwest Lions Foundation for Sight & Hearing,
together with a letter of gratitude for OUR contribution to its
purpose.  I say OUR because as a fellow member of this club we
are all in this effort together – you and me.When I sit here in meetings month after month I cannot help
observing your earnest thought and endeavor toward reaching out
into the community for whatever possible help you can be to those
less fortunate than ourselves.  I myself am not able to join in many
of your efforts due to my own physical constraints.  Thus I see that
you make up for my shortfalls, as in other ways I may be able to do
for yours.
Obviously, there is a great principle of equalization that must be
reckoned with.  Those upon whom much blessing has been given,
much is required.  The most any of us can do is comprised of all
we are created capable of doing.  When we all operate on that basis,
regardless of who or how much, or what we individually give, our
personal output is actually equal.  Therefore, vainglory should
have no place in any one of us.

Sincerely your fellow Lion,
Florence M. EakinFlorence Eakin

Florence Eakin

Though the amounts are exceptional, the gifts of Florence Eakin (below) and Harry and
Clare Wilson (page 3) are, in another way, typical.  In choosing to serve those with hearing
and sight challenges, Lions of all income levels become united.  All gifts are needed,
large or small.  Thank you, Lions!
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One Lion’s legacy
Though Harold and Clare Cayo Wilson are no longer with us, just this
year the couple gave $30,000 to help the Northwest Lions Foundation
for Sight & Hearing continue its LEAP program.  They also helped the
Ballard Lions Club buy eyeglasses and hearing aids for low income school
children in their Seattle neighborhood.

How is that possible?  It’s called the Harry L. and Clare Cayo Wilson
Charitable Trust.  Though the former owner of the Wilson Ford Dealer-
ship is remembered by fellow members of his Ballard Lions Club as a
quiet man, the legacy he and his wife left behind in establishing the Trust
will speak loud for Lionism forever.

Since the Trust began awarding grants in 1995, the Ballard Lions Club
and the Northwest Lions Foundation for Sight & Hearing have worked
together to request and receive $268,707 for Foundation sight and hear-
ing programs.  “The Ballard Club has been effective and generous in
partnering with the Foundation on programs that benefit Lions communities throughout the region,” said Michael Feltman,
Director of Development for the Foundation.

In addition, the Ballard Club has secured $34,300 in Wilson Trust grants for sight and hearing projects within its own
community boundaries.  These grants include $7,800 for the LEAP program at Swedish Medical Center/Ballard Cam-
pus, and $11,300 for the Lions Low Vision Clinic at the same facility.

As for Harry Wilson and his wife Clare, every day their legacy is still making a big difference in the communities where
Lions live and serve.  Any Lion who would like to continue his or her own support of Foundation sight and hearing
programs into perpetuity through a charitable remainder trust or other planned giving program is invited to join the
Lions Legacy Society.  See the story below for details. �

Anyone can leave a Lion’s legacy
Want to leave your own Lion’s legacy?  You don’t have to be
a millionaire.  For every Harry and Clare Wilson there are
hundreds of individuals of ordinary income who have left
never-ending legacies in their own name.  Statistics show that
most people who do planned giving have annual incomes of

under $75,000.

To help Lions who want to
maximize tax savings or
put assets to work, the
Northwest Lions Founda-
tion for Sight & Hearing
has established the Lions
Legacy Society.  This
Society recognizes and
honors friends of the
Foundation who inform us
of their intention to invest
in Lions sight and hearing
programs through planned
or deferred gift arrange-
ments.

Such information allows the Foundation to ensure the gift will
be used as the donor intended, as well as to acknowledge and
thank those who support the Foundation in its mission of pro-
moting lifelong hearing and sight health.

We invite you to join other committed Lions who are leaving
a legacy by including the Foundation in your estate plan and
informing us of your intentions.  Large or small, all gifts are
important.

Through the Lions Legacy Society you can:

• Leave a legacy by remembering the Foundation in your will.

• Receive guaranteed income through a charitable gift annuity.

• Put assets to work with a charitable remainder trust.

• Leverage your giving by purchasing a life insurance policy.

• Provide for your heirs by funding a charitable lead trust.

Besides the opportunity to leave a legacy that lasts forever,
planned giving can serve as an incentive to do important finan-
cial planning today.  To learn more about leaving your own legacy,
call Michael Feltman or Sue Chaplik at the Foundation at
1-800-847-5786. �

What Lions
stand for

IBERTY

NTELLIGENCE

UR

ATION’S

AFETY

Harold and Clare Wilson at a Ballard parade.
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Supporter $1 to $49
Gordon & Ardith Adams,
Copalis Beach/Ocean City Lions,
in memory of Lea Barlow
Stuart & Lois Adams,
Seattle University Lions,
in memory of Trudy Godfrey and
Roy F. Culbert
Airway Heights Lions
Herbert & Elda Armstrong,
Poulsbo Lions,
in memory of Dave Hamlin
Val Barney
Brian & Barbara Beatty, *STP
Robert Beaubier,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Lea Bishop,
in memory of Darline Gius
Dr. T.M. “Mel” Bleakney,
Seattle Ballard Lions,
in memory of Bill Bailey
Arthur Borderud
Nyla Bowles
in memory of Darrell Day
Pong Burkhart
in honor of the marriage of Hseuh-
Niang Chen and David Scott Krug
Delores Carbaugh,
Ocean Park Area Lions
James & Cathleen Carl,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
Daniel Cassidy,
Stanwood Lions
George & Margaret Chessum, Jr.
Mrs. Jeffrey Cobb
Bruce & Paula Cramer,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
Mrs. Roy Culbert
Pete Dolan,
Arlington Lions
Kevin & Dolores Eastman,
in memory of Darwin Prescott
Vernon & Helen Eaton,
in memory of Donna Eaton
W. Lorraine Eronemo,
in memory of Julia Hoss
Paul & Poni Evans,
in memory of Julia Hoss
A. Richard & Karla Frenzel,
in memory of Ernest Jenkins
R.H. Giesecke,
Bellingham Fairhaven Lions
Barbara Glenn,
Tacoma Lincoln Lions,
in memory of Leonard Murray
Loretta Grosz,
in memory of Walter Grosz
Bill & Mildred Harbolt,
in memory of Kay Cottingham
Kathleen Higgins
Paul Jordan,
Sandpoint Lions
Dain & Janine Lauderback, *STP
Evelyn Lehman,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
Lind Lions, *STP
Janet Mahaffie,
in memory of Mildred Tingley,
Katie Hendrickson, C. Bolinger,
and Virginia Johnston
David & Arlene McNutt,
Elma McCleary Lions,
in memory of Kenneth Sprengel
MD-19 Past District Governors
Carla Michaels,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
Michael & Georgina Miller,
Cheney Lions,
in memory of Mabel Gordill,
Donald Helm, Ruth Miller, Agnes
Bryceson, and Thelma Miller
William Mills,
Lake Stevens Lions
Dan & Cathy Mitchell,
in memory of Darrell Day
John & Maggie Moffatt,
in memory of Kay Cottingham

Melba Montgomery,
in memory of Kay Cottingham
Thomas & Dorothy Moore,
Yakima Lions,
in memory of Ernest Jenkins
New Era Products, *STP
Margaret & Fred Nicol
Ocean Park Area Lions,
in memory of Julia Brown
Rick Ogdon,
in honor of Allen Ogdon
Shirlene Ovesky,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Theodore & Phyllis Parrish, *STP
Philip Pfarr,
Post Falls Lions
Pinehurst-Kingston Lady Lions,
in memory of Scott Shiplett
Carol Rawlsky,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
F. & Dorothy Riceci
Edward & Dorothy Richardson,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
Sequim Lady Lions,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
Bill & Marjorie Shepherd,
Yakima West Valley Lions,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Zora Smith,
Tieton Lions,
in memory of Cecil Smith
Norma Smith,
in memory of Kay Cottingham
Francis & Ilene Solis,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Edward & Alice Solis,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Shirley Solis,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Walter & Rosemary Solis,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Alan & Bonnie Stone,
Ferndale Lions,
in memory of F. Murray Haskell
William Thompson,
Seattle University Lions,
in memory of Roy F. Culbert
Stan & Lois Tuell,
in memory of Priscilla Kelsey

Advocate $50 to $99
Arlington Lions, *GED
Burton and Mary Bard,
Seattle University Lions,
in memory of Jan Kleyn
Robert Batty,
Spokane Central Lions
George & Joann Bell,
Sequim Valley Lions,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
Bothell Lions, *GED
Ed & Betty Brown,
Mineral Lake Lions,
in memory of Josh Cravens and
Steve Feltman
The Canyon Shufflers,
in memory of Priscilla Kelsey
Mark & Rita Chebowski
Harold & Dorothy Clinesmith, *STP
Columbia Grain International,
*STP
Willard & Rose Marie Crow,
Bellevue East Hills Lions
Fairwood Lions
Amanda Frank
Keigley & Company, Inc., *STP
Keiko Fudo
Robert & Janet Hendrickson,
in honor of Sawyer and Tess
Griffin, and in celebration of
Tess’s birthday
Alan R. Hunter,
Wenatchee Central Lions
Sandra-Lynn Klus
in honor of the marriage of Hseuh-
Niang Chen and David Scott Krug
Shirley MacDonald,
in memory of J.R. Vogel

Charles Milne,
Cashmere Lions,
in memory of Larry Schrodt
Morton Lions,
in memory of Amanda Cichosz
Beverly Murphy,
in memory of Darrell Day
Jim & Connie Oliver,
in memory of Kay Cottingham
Helen Pawlaczyk,
in memory of Julia Hoss
Pinehurst-Kingston Lions,
in memory of Scott Shiplett
Potlatch Lions, *GED
Renton Highlands Lions
Terry Robertson,
Fort Vancouver Lions,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Rochester Lions
Glenn & Joan Seifert,
Yakima Lions,
in memory of Glenn Erickson and
Ernest Jenkins
Don & Norma Sheldon,
Longview Pioneer Lions,
in memory of Edie Sauer, Clifford
Van Curen, Alice Davis, Bernie
Jacobson, Frances Greely, Estella
Kellicutt, and Cynthia Lee Maker
Wilson
Smelterville Lions
Soap Lake Lions
Sumas Lions
Twin Oaks Condominiums
Association,
in memory of Gertrude Cole
United Harvest, LLC, *STP
Western Farm Services, Inc., *STP
John Wojahn,
Everett Central Lions,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Yakima Terrace Heights Lions,
*GED

Sustainer $100 to $499
Almira Lions, *STP
David Anderson,
San Juan Lions,
in memory of Louis King
Bellingham Harborview Lions,
*GED
Vernon & Hazel Berwick,
Coupeville Central Whidbey Lions
Big Bend Insurance of Almira,
*STP
Billings Heights Lions
Boistfort Lions, *WCD
Linda Brison
Burien/Sea-Tac Lions, *GED
Burlington Lions
Camas Lions, *GED
Alice Chapman,
Shelton Morning Star Lions
Clallam Bay/Sekiu Lions, *WCD
CLD Pacific Grain, LLC, *STP
Colville Lions, *GED
Copalis Beach/Ocean City Lions,
*GED
in memory of Lea Barlow
Cosmopolis Lions, *GED
Rick & Beth Cottingham
in memory of Kay Cottingham
Des Moines Lions
Elma McCleary Lions, *GED
Everett Central Lions, *GED
Grand Coulee Dam Lions, *GED
Greater Wenatchee Sunrise Lions,
*GED
Charles Henry, Jr.
Haskins Company, *STP
Hoquiam Lions, *GED
Kaniksu Lions, *GED
Key Peninsula Lions, *GED
Juanita Koelzer,
in memory of Jack Koelzer

Thank you to everyone who
gave the gifts of sight & sound

(Contributions made July 11 through October 14, 2002)
We greatly appreciate your gifts to the Northwest Lions Foundation for Sight & Hearing.

If our records are incorrect, please notify Rachel at (800) 847-5786.

*GED = Golden Ear Days     *WCD = White Cane Days     *STP = Seattle to Portland Bicycle Classic

F E L L O W S H I P S

Hearing Fellow
Oak Leaf Level

RAY TREMBLAY
DG 19-H, Langley Lions

District Governor Ray has now reached
the highest Hearing Fellowship level that
can be achieved.  As a District Governor,

Lion Ray asks Clubs that he visits to
contribute to NLFSH hearing or sight

programs in lieu of the customary
personal gift. Thank you, DG Ray, and

thank you also to the following Clubs that
have contributed to this Fellowship:

Burlington Lions
Bellingham Harbor View Lions

Sumas Lions
Oak Harbor Lions

Thank you
for partnering

with us!
The following Clubs and corporations
partnered with us in the last quarter:

PATIENT CARE PROGRAM
Zone B-3 Lions

Bellingham Central Lions
Des Moines Lions

Greater Kirkland Lions
Lions Sight Committee

of Clark County
Mill Creek Lions
Post Falls Lions
Shoreline Lions

HEARING AID BANK
Anacortes Lions

Auburn Valley Lions
Bellingham Central Lions
Bremerton Central Lions

Edmonds Lions
Forks Lions

Kennewick Lions
Lacey Sunrise Lions

Lynden Lions
Mount Vernon Lions

Puyallup Lions
Richland Central Lions
Seattle Ballard Lions

Seattle North Central Lions
Soap Lake Lions
Tumwater Lions
Yakima Lions

IN-KIND DONORS
Alaska Airlines

Claremont Hotel
Cooper Oil



5     Fall 2002

Lacey Mid-Day Lions, *GED
Lacey Sunrise Lions
Lake Chelan Lions, *GED
Lakewood Knights Lions, *GED
Long Beach Lions,
in memory of Julia Brown and
Dallas Harper
Longview Pioneer Lions,
in memory of Cynthia Lee Maker
Wilson
Marysville Lions, *WCD
Mercer Island Lions, *GED
Mill Creek Lions, *GED
George & Bernice Moore,
Longview Pioneer Lions,
in memory of Dale K. Grotjohn,
John C. Wilson, Alice Davis, and
Bessie Eaton
Brian Nelson
Ocean Shores Lions, *GED
Olympia Capitol City Lions, *WCD
Priest River Lions, *GED
Pullman Lions, *GED
Quilcene Lions, *GED
Rainier Lions
Rathdrum Lions, *GED
Redmond Lions, *GED
Renton Lions, *GED
George Robbins,
Tumwater Lions,
in memory of Marilyn Robbins
Diane & Darryl Sabin, *GED
Seattle University Lions
Seattle Capitol Hill Lions, *GED
Sequim Valley Lions, *GED
in memory of Gertrude Cole

Shelton Lions, *GED
Shelton Morning Star Lions, *GED
Shoreline Lions, *GED
Spirit Lake Lions, *GED
Spokane Shadle Lions, *GED
Stanwood Lions, *GED
Tacoma Southeast Lions, *GED
Terrace Brier Lions, *WCD
Tieton Lions, *GED
Toledo Lioness, *WCD
TriCities Grain, LLC, *STP
Walla Walla Downtown Lions,
*GED
Wenatchee Valley Lions, *GED
White Center Lions, *GED, *WCD
Wilbur Lions
E.W. & Maxine Woodruff,
in memory of Stacia Woodruff

HELEN KELLER SOCIETY
Annie Sullivan $500 to $999
Canvasback Missions
Chewelah Valley Lions, *GED
Hazel Dell Lions, *WCD
Helena Lions
Lake Stevens Lions, *GED
Mineral Lake Lions, *GED
Moses Lake Lions, *GED, *WCD
Oak Harbor Lions
Orting Lions, *WCD
Poulsbo Lions, *GED
in memory of John Holman
Silverdale Sunrise Lions, *GED
Diane Sizer,
Oak Harbor Lions

Spokane Hillyard Lions, *GED
Marie Vogel,
Troy Lions,
in memory of J.R. Vogel
Washtucna Lions, *GED, *STP

Pacesetter $1,000 to $2,499
Bellingham Fairhaven Lions, *GED,
*WCD
Marvin Clinesmith, *STP,
Almira Lions
Coupeville Lions, * GED
Ephrata Lions, *WCD
Federal Way Lions, *GED
Kent Lions, *GED
Lakewood First Lions, Schmidlap
Living Fund
Orcas Island Lions, *WCD
Ridgefield Lions, *WCD
Alfred and Tillie Shemanski
Trust Fund
Yakima Lions, *GED,
in memory of Ernest Jenkins

Champion $5,000-$9,999
Simpson Timber Company

Gold  $20,000 to $49,999
Employees Community Fund of
Boeing Puget Sound
Seattle Foundation
Seattle Ballard Lions, Harry L. and
Clare Cayo Wilson Charitable Trust

Florence Eakin $50,000
Florence Eakin,
Orchard Evergreen Lions

Where should hearing aids and
eyeglasses be sent?
EYEGLASSES:

Please mail eyeglasses to:
Lion Stanley Sagara
529 East Magnolia Avenue
Burlington, WA 98233-1224

Lion Stanley has volunteered to serve as the collection and distribution
hub.  To make his big job easier, please follow these rules:

• Discard cases before shipping

• No prescription sunglasses

• No loose lenses or broken glasses

• Send only glasses that are in working condition

If you have questions, please call Lion Stanley at (360) 755-0702.
And don’t forget to thank him for his tireless work!

HEARING AIDS:

Hearing aids should be sent directly to the Foundation.  If you would like
a receipt, please include your name and address. We appreciate the
opportunity to help you make a difference. �

White Cane Days
2002 Awards

Top Per Capita Club
Yakima Lions

$265.79 per member
Top Contributing Club

Yakima Lions
$10,100

Top Contributing
Lioness Club

Walla Walla Valley Lioness
$404.60

Most Inspirational Club
Moscow Central Lions

$4,021
Congratulations award winners

and thank you all WCD participants!

Oops
The LHSU scheduling application
that was mailed last month to Lions
leaders gave a wrong phone number.
The correct number to call Lion
Ralph Harding for scheduling is:
1- 800-847-5786, ext. 500.

LHSU Schedule
November 2002
1, 4 – 8 ........ Battleground Lions
9 .................. Salmon Creek Lions
12 ................ Anacortes Lions
14 – 16 ........ Morton Lions
18 & 19 ....... Shelton Lions
20 – 22 ........ North Mason Lions
25 & 26 ....... Anacortes Lions

December  2002
3 & 4 ............ La Center Lions
5 & 6 ............ Ocean Shore Lions

Marvin rides again
This summer, Lion Marvin
Clinesmith of the Almira Lions
Club completed the Seattle to

Portland Bicycle Classic for the second
year in a row.  This year Marvin raised
$1,640 in pledges for the Foundation.
Thank you once again Lion Marvin for all
the miles and all the smiles!  Terrific job! �
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Eye Bank challenged by record week
Employees at the Northwest Lions Eye Bank are used to a
busy schedule.  But there’s busy and then there’s BUSY.

During the week of Sept. 6-13, Northwest Lions Eye Bank
staff members throughout Alaska, Montana, and Washington
stretched themselves to the limit to recover and evaluate 98
corneas used to give the gift of sight to individuals who have
lost their vision.  The normal volume of corneas per week is
between 50 and 60.

With almost double the work load, extra hours day and night were
the order at every turn.  At the end of the week, 56 corneas had
been recovered in Western Washington, 18 in Eastern Washington,
16 in Montana, and eight in Alaska.

“There were multiple situations where staff worked extra hours to
make sure we handled every case with the highest level of care
and service,” said Monty Montoya, Director for the Eye Bank.
“Every cornea donor is extraordinary, and we would never want
to let them down.”�

Driven to give the gift of sight
When you are an Eye Bank
technician entrusted as a caretaker
of the gift of sight, sometimes
you have to go the extra mile to
live up to the responsibility.  Or,
in Gary Hagler’s case, the extra
1,060 miles.

Hagler is a part-time technician at
the Montana office of the North-
west Lions Eye Bank.  This Sep-

tember 10th, he received an emergency call.  There was an
eye tissue recovery to make in Billings, 340 miles to the east,
but the technician who usually covered that city was not avail-
able.  For Hagler, there was no question of what to do.  He

jumped in his car and made the 5-1/2 hour drive to Billings.

As he finished his recovery in Billings, Hagler received another
call.  An eye tissue donor in Glendive, another 240 miles to the
east, had just passed away.  Again Hagler was the only one avail-
able to make the recovery.  So Hagler jumped back in his car for
another four hours of driving to make that recovery, too.

Then back into the car for 9-1/2 hours of more driving to deliver
the corneas back to the Eye Bank in Missoula.  From there, the
tissue went to the laboratory in Seattle for testing and then to a
waiting surgeon.  But after 19 hours of driving,  Hagler’s part in a
miracle that occurs daily was done.  Bottom line?  When it comes
to caretaking the precious gift of sight-restoring corneas, Gary
Hagler’s commitment is anything but part-time. �

Gary Hagler

Welcome, Montana and Alaska readers
Beginning with this issue, Lions in Montana and Alaska
will receive our Sights & Sounds newsletter. Sights &
Sounds is published quarterly to give Lions the latest
news from the Northwest Lions Foundation for Sight &
Hearing.

Alaska and Montana are local service areas for the North-
west Lions Eye Bank (NLEB) that is operated by the
Foundation.  This means that citizens in your communi-
ties receive priority for cornea transplants.  Many cor-
nea donors who have chosen to give the gift of sight
through our Eye Bank also come from your states.  In
Montana, recoveries are accomplished through the Lions

Eye Bank office in Missoula.  In Alaska, the organization Life
Alaska partners with the Eye Bank to do cornea recoveries.

As the leading Eye Bank in the country, the NLEB has pro-
vided more than 23,000 corneas for sight-restoring transplants
since its inception in 1969.  Cassidy Myers’s story on page
one of this issue is just one example of the difference we
make in people’s lives.  We hope you enjoy reading about the
Eye Bank and our many other sight and hearing projects at
the Foundation.  As a 501(c)(3) charitable organization
founded, directed, and supported by Lions, we consider you
part of the Foundation family. �
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A message from the Chairman

Consider a year-end gift
to your Foundation
Dear Fellow Lions,

I trust that you share with me a tremendous pride
in the work that is being done on your behalf by
the Trustees of the Northwest Lions Foundation
for Sight & Hearing.  I would like to share with
you a list of a few of the projects on which the
Board has embarked on your behalf for 2002-2003:

• Keeping the Northwest Lions Eye Bank as the #1 provider of corneal tissue
for transplant in the nation.  Our eye tissue quality is widely recognized as
superb by physicians.

• Continuing to provide key support for five low vision clinics.

• Continuing the leadership role we are playing within Lions Clubs
International in development of the Lions Affordable Hearing Aid.  We will
soon be able to distribute very low cost hearing aids to needy individuals.

• Deploying the Lions Health Screening unit to serve nearly 23,000 citizens
annually.

• Coordinating the Lions Early Assessment Project (LEAP) that is helping
families in Washington and Northern Idaho identify and provide early
intervention services to newborn children who are deaf or have significant
hearing losses.

• Helping individual patients who experience otherwise insurmountable
problems related to sight or hearing impairment.

• Providing support for biomedical research on sight and hearing.

Please appreciate that the Board is diligently trying to carry out the work that
you have told us you want done.  I think that we can all be proud of what we,
as Lions, have achieved during this past year.

As I approach the end of the calendar year, I shall personally make conscious
decisions to make a few monetary donations to support key charities that I
think are doing good for our region.  At the top of that list is the Northwest
Lions Foundation for Sight & Hearing.  If you share my belief that the
Foundation is helping you accomplish many of the good deeds that you want
to see done as a compassionate Lion who is seeking to serve the community,
please consider joining me in making a year-end contribution to the Northwest
Lions Foundation for Sight & Hearing.  Our collective generosity can do great
things for the people we serve.

I continue to seek your input and advice.

Yours in Lionism,

Fred D. Minifie, PhD
Chairman, NLFSH Board of Trustees

Fred Minifie, PhD
Seattle University Lions

Northwest Lions Foundation
for Sight & Hearing

Trustee Representatives
2002-2003

Executive Committee
Fred Minifie, PhD, Chair

Seattle University Lions
Ralph Harding,Vice Chair

Fort Vancouver Lions
Terry Robertson, PDG, Secretary

Fort Vancouver Lions
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Bremerton Central Lions
Judy Webster, Past Chair

Mount Vernon Lions
Hal Vaughn, PDG, Past Chair,

Screening & Budget Chair
Bellingham Central Lions

Jim Knight, VCC, Hearing Committee Chair
Arlington Lions

Diane Sabin, Investment Chair
Seattle University Lions

Roland Arper, Long Range Planning Chair
Silverdale Dandy Lions

Jack Smalley, Eye Bank Board/Vision Committee Chair
Bremerton Central Lions

Henry Morgan, PDG, Patient Care Chair
Zillah Lions

Bonnie Williamson, PZC, Public Relations Chair
Shelton Lions

Bob Grant, PZC, Sight Chair
Spokane Sunrise East Lions

Marge Shepherd, PZC
Yakima West Valley Lions

Mike Parker, PDG, LHSU Committee Chair
Longview Pioneer Lions

District Trustees
DISTRICT 19-B

A. Don Shove, VDG, PCC, Millcreek Lions
Phill Thorleifson, PDG, Millcreek Lions

Jim Knight, VCC,  Arlington Lions
DISTRICT 19-C

Carl Freeland, VDG, Port Orchard Lions
Bonnie Williamson, PZC, Shelton Lions
Roland Arper, Silverdale Dandy Lions

DISTRICT 19-D
Joan Anderson,
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Bob Heppner, PZC, Moses Lake Lions

Bev Bradford, PDG, Wenatchee Valley Lions
DISTRICT 19-E

David Shalanski, VDG, Castlegar/Selkirk Lions
Bob Grant, PZC, Spokane Sunrise East Lions

Bill Brewer, PDG, Spokane Hillyard Lions
DISTRICT 19-F
Barbara Dower,

VDG, Yakima Lions
Marie Vogel, ZC, Troy Lions

Marge Shepherd, PZC, Yakima West Valley Lions
DISTRICT 19-G

A.J. “Sandy” Conroy, VDG, Columbia Crest Lions
Sally Natland, ZC, Ocean Park Area Lions

Terry Robertson, PDG, Fort Vancouver Lions
DISTRICT 19-H

Allan Hunt, VDG, Mount Cheam Lions in Chilliwack B.C.
Lynn Bell, Bellingham Harborview Lions

Dick Banning, PDG, Bellingham Sunrise Lions
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Surinder Gahir
Abbotsford Lions

Appointed Trustees
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Silverdale Sunrise Club
From left: Tim Botkin, Kitsap County

Commissioner, poses for a newspaper publicity
photo with Hoyt Burrows, Teri Noll and GED Chair

Bob Reid of the Silverdale Sunrise Lions.

“Our GED Chairman Bob Reid did a great job pub-
licizing the event,” said Club President Al Hedstrom.
“Bob got the County Commission to issue a procla-
mation for Golden Ear Days at its regular meeting
in front of several hundred people.  Then he arranged
a photo opportunity for the local paper in which the
County Commissioner signed the proclamation.  On
the days of the event a lot of people knew exactly
who we were and what we were doing.  We had a
great campaign!” �

Golden Ear Days report
Our Lions Golden Ear Days 2002 campaign is shaping up as a big suc-
cess.  Congratulations and thank you to all the Clubs and Club members
who participated.  We’re hearing some great stories from Clubs who tried
new things or experienced increased success this year.

For example:

• Led by the Mt. Baker Lions Club, the 11 clubs in Whatcom County
combined forces this year to form a pre-campaign publicity juggernaut.
The Clubs used the sample proclamation in the Golden Ear Days Action
Packet and got the mayors of all cities in the county to sign it jointly, as
well as the County Executive.  They then sent the proclamation and a
news release to every newspaper in the county, which resulted in some
great publicity.

• The Federal Way Lions Club raised $850 during the campaign and in-
creased that total to $1,000 by adding a Club contribution.  That amount
represented a four-fold increase from the year before.  “We were just a
lot more active on the site this year,” said Club GED Chair Carolyn
Harestad.  “We greeted everyone, and I mean everyone, who passed by
and they all got a sticker, a brochure on Foundation hearing programs,
and lots of  big smiles.  It was that simple and it made all the difference.” �


